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English 102
Dr. Karen L. Newman 
Spring 2018

Critical Review Paper

Draft due-date:		Thurs., April 19, 2018 
			Bring TWO (2) printed and stapled copies to class for peer editing

Paper due-date:	Friday, April 27, 2018, by 4 p.m. to the English Dept., Esch 044-S
			Staple all drafts and feedback sheets; post a copy to Turnitin as well!

Rationale:  A critical review paper is a kind of literary analysis paper (and may even be known as a “critique” or “reaction paper”) and is common in college literature classes. In this paper, you will carefully identify themes or issues in a work of fiction, and offer your own understanding of the work, based on a careful analysis and evaluation of what you’ve read. For example, you may discuss and evaluate how the author or narrator presents the story; analyze the themes or issues that characterize the story; or address the main character’s motivations and inner psychology, revealed through his or her dialogue, beliefs, or actions. Overall, this helps you (as well as your reader!) more deeply understand the work of literature in question.  

This paper will also be a kind of argument paper, because you express your point of view in a thesis statement, which asserts your main idea or claim—your argument for your understanding or your “read” of the text. Then, you support your thesis with evidence, i.e., direct quotations, from the text (and typically, with research and sources) to qualify your assertions.

Assignment:  Your paper will be based on one story (prompt choices follow on the other side), each of which in their own way address personal conflict with the larger society:

1) Flannery O’Connor’s short story, “Everything That Rises Must Converge,” set in the late 1950s/early 1960s during the Civil Rights era in the South, addresses the entrenched racism that was a part of this time of such significant social changes in the U.S., including the integration of blacks and whites in public facilities like schools and busses. 
2) Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s short story, “The Yellow Wallpaper,” is set in the late 19th century in a well-to-do family, where the protagonist is consigned to a “Rest Cure” in a prison-like mansion where she slowly goes insane. 
3) Henrik Ibsen’s play, A Doll House, set in late 19th century Denmark, chronicles the dilemma of the protagonist, Nora, whose bourgeois life has left her unsatisfied.  

The paper should include the following elements:  

a) Introduction and thesis
b) Specific points of analysis of the story, to support your thesis, with direct quotes from the story or play to illustrate your points
c) A mix of quotes and paraphrases from scholarly sources to support your points, and 
d) Conclusion

To focus your discussion, you need only address a few key points in your analysis of the story, not everything that you find relevant or interesting. Remember that, in any paper, you must remain very close to your topic as stated in your thesis.

Choose one of the following prompts for your paper. Don’t just “answer” the prompts or questions – offer a compelling analysis of the issues that you find in the story, drawing from a clear thesis (argument). (Re)read the story closely and highlight and mark up the text as you read it, noting interesting parts that stand out to you.  Then, choose one of the following to write about:

1. O’Connor: Both Julian and his mother hold particular values and beliefs that are reflective of their respective generation, time, and place in history.  What, exactly, are these values and beliefs, how are they in conflict (or not) with each other, and how does O’Connor use them to symbolize a new era in the South, which itself is in conflict with an older era and its belief system?

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]O’Connor: A number of conflicts are depicted in the story:  between Julian and his mother; between the past and the present; between fantasy/idealization and reality; between wealth and poverty; between blacks and whites; between overt and covert racism; between manners and appearances.  Choose one of these conflicts to explore in depth and address what commentary you think O’Connor wants to make about people and/or about American society of the Civil Rights era through these conflicts.

3. O’Connor: Pick three symbols in the story, such as the hat, the penny, the bus, the neighborhood, social class, clothing, appearances, manners, family, St. Sebastian, or religious symbolism, and analyze how O’Connor uses these symbols to explore racism and hypocrisy throughout her story.

4. Gilman:  Readers often diagnose Gilman’s narrator as suffering from postpartum depression; however, several details are given that suggest she struggled with mental illness from childhood, and that the episode may be triggered not just from depression but also due to the treatment methods. Write an essay in which you offer three convincing “diagnoses” for the narrator’s illness and personal problems or conflicts; use evidence from the story to support your analysis.

5. Ibsen:  Norton’s explains that plays (like other literary texts) often center on conflicts between the values or worldviews of different characters or groups of characters, each of which appear or are legitimate.  In a short essay, describe and explore the central conflict in A Doll House. How, exactly, does the playwright convince you that each side’s values/worldviews in the conflict are legitimate? How is the conflict ultimately resolved, and what does the play suggest about the causes of this outcome?

6. Gilman & Ibsen: Compare the characters of Nora in A Doll House and the narrator in “The Yellow Wallpaper”.  What do the characters have in common and/or how are they different?  What do you think the authors are trying to say about women’s roles in Danish and American society of that time?  In which ways do these works reflect difficulties that women might still face in modern societies?

Whichever prompt you choose, be sure to a) weave in themes you find from your close reading of the story/play, and b) include direct quotations from the story/play to support your claims. So as not to overwhelm your paper, do not use more than 6-8 quotations from the story/play itself. 

Sources:  You will also use at least three (3) additional sources (but no more than five) to help your argument in this paper, found through databases, and include them in a full MLA citation in your “Works Cited” section. Don’t use more than five quotations total from the sources.  Your sources can be a mix of types, including sources that specifically address the work, the author, or its themes (like racism, family conflict, civil rights, segregation and integration in the South, women’s rights in the 19th century, rest cures, etc.).  

Don’t take shortcuts here by using “quickie” sources and summaries you find on Google – stick to legitimate KML database sources, and trust your own reading and visceral reactions to the story.  Note:  Any cases of plagiarism and unauthorized use of sources will result in the grade of F and disciplinary action.  Don’t take any chances; cite any sources you use, whether online or in print.  

Your essay should be 4 ½ -5 pages in length, and consist of 1,200+ words. It will be written in drafts and peer-edited; in lieu of class, you will meet me in my office on April 24 for a student-instructor conference to get helpful feedback and suggestions.  Your grade will be based on the following:

Grading Rubric – Critical Review Paper

	Criteria
	Possible
Points

	Introduction. The title is informative. The introduction effectively sets the tone of the essay, and clearly provides a reason or purpose for the analysis.  Introduction clearly names the work that will be critiqued with its title and author, and offers a (very) brief summary of the narrative.
	
___ / 3

	Introduction.  The introduction contains a controlling “argument” thesis statement to which subsequent, supportive details consistently and effectively relate. The thesis is arguable, well-developed, and clearly states your “position” on the topic. Additionally, there is a foreshadowing element in the thesis.
	
___ / 3

	Organization & Structure.  The body of the paper logically supports the thesis statement. Writing progresses in clearly ordered stages that are easily followed and comprehended.  By using specific, substantial, and relevant details, writing follows a consistent organizational style for argumentation. Each topic sentence consistently relates to the thesis.  The essay makes sense as a “whole.” 
 
	
___ / 5

	Organization & Structure.  Sufficient points, examples, details, and evidence are provided in support of the thesis and analysis/argument, and are relevant to theme of the paper. The evidence offered for your critique is of a sound and logical nature, showing that it has clearly been thought through.  Includes at least six brief quotes or paraphrases (but no more than eight) from the story, and quotes are grammatically correct, punctuated, and annotated properly in MLA format. Two additional sources are included in the paper, with no more than four quotes or paraphrases total from the sources (at least one direct quote is required). Quotations are appropriately integrated into the body of the argument with signal phrases, annotations, and commentary.   There is not excessive quoting or over-reliance on quotations that otherwise detract from the argument; there is no “patchwriting” from various cited or uncited sources.
	
___ / 12

	Transitions.  Appropriate transitional words and phrases are used throughout the writing to keep relationships among ideas clear. The paper moves fluidly from one idea to the next.
	
___ /3

	Conclusion.  Revisits the thesis, and states a thoughtful or logical conclusion based on the critique addressed throughout the essay.
	
___ / 4

	Grammar, Spelling, and Writing Conventions.  No or minimal grammatical errors are present. The paper is correctly punctuated and there are no or minimal spelling errors. Sentences are correct and varied in length and structure.
	
___ / 5

	Format. Paper is at least 1,200+ words (appx. 4 ½ -5 pages in length) and is submitted on time. Sources, including the story/play, are properly documented in the “Works Cited” section at the end of the paper, with correct use of MLA format. Turnitin is used to verify academic honesty.
	
___ / 5

	Draft Process.  Draft is typed, stapled, and submitted on due-date; draft was thoughtfully constructed and of sufficient length (minimum 800 words) for peer feedback.  Evidence of incorporation of feedback from peers, instructor, and instructor conference into final version of paper.  Draft, instructor and peer feedback checklist, and sources are submitted with final version of paper.  Note:  Students who miss the required, scheduled student-instructor writing conference will have 20% deducted from their overall paper grade.  
	
___ / 5

	Tutorial.  Student visited the Writing Lab for a one-on-one conference with a tutor, either for the draft or final version.
	___ / 5

	Total Points:
	___ / 50
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